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Terry and Dori Klaaren will present two completely
different approaches to Plein Air Painting
November 15th Program—7:30 p.m.

At Center Place, Adjacent to the Brandon Library

Terry and Dori Klaaren
will be the featured
speakers at our Novem-
ber meeting. Terry is a
muralist and scenic
painter, and Dori enjoys
creating watercolor poin-
tillism paintings with
aquagqill pens.

They plan to present
two completely sepa-
rate but equal ap-
proaches to plein air
painting.

They will present ideas,
tips and packing ideas
for painters who hike
into the wilds to catch a
scenic view.

The Klaaren’s quest is to
paint in as many Na-
tional Parks, Historic
Sites and Monuments as
possible. “Have Brush —
Must Travel” is their
motto.

Terry is a recognized
award winning fine artist
creating in oils, acrylics,
pastels and watercolors.
Dori creates studio
works utilizing self-
discovered techniques in
textiles and collage as
well as pointillism in
aquaquills [watercolor
pens], acrylic paints, and
pen & ink.

Bottom Left: Medici Grotto—Paris (Painted plein air)

Middle Bottom: Trout Creek Bridge, Thonotosassa

Left: Amsterdam

This is a program you
will not want to miss.
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Dear Members,

It's November already and
it's election season. By the
time you read this, we will
have had our national and local
elections. Hope everyone got

President’s Note: Tim Mandese

of key slots open for 201 |
and if you would like to
toss your name in the ring,
PLEASE do so. Anyone who
steps up will have the full
backing of the BLFA board
for assistance and guidance.
Remember, it's our mem-

ing changes coming for the
BLFA in 2011, so look for
the slate of officers below
and we'll see you on the

| 5th for the meeting!

Tim Mandese
President 2010

out to vote! You only have
one more slate of officers to
review now, and that's the
BLFA. We still have a couple

bers participation that has
allowed the league to con-
tinue as it has for over 50
years. We have some excit-

November 1 5¢th, Monday, Pain¢-0ut¢

Paint-Out at Dixie's Dockside in Gibsonton

The Paint-Out will be held on Monday, November 15th from 10:00-2:00PM. Dixie's Dockside is located
along the Alafia River in Gibsonton. For those of you who made it to the paint-out at the Beer Shed, it
has a very similar set-up. Please pack a lunch. Bathrooms are available.

Directions:
Dixie's dockside is located at 9808 Vaughn Street Gibsonton Fl. 33534

Take 1-75 to exit 250 (Gibsonton Drive) Go West 3 blocks until you come to Vaughn Street. Make a right.
Follow Vaughn Street to the end.

Contact info: Stephanie Grimes: Phone: (813) 661-2905 or (813) 695-6473

email: artisteff@yahoo.com . Call or email with your suggestions.

JANUARY 11, 2011— Field Trip: New Dali Museum

Also, We are planning a field trip to the New Dali Museum that opens up on January 11th 2011. I would
like to plan our field trip for the last weekend in January. Car pooling will be available. We will be dis-
cussing it in more detail at the next BLFA meeting.

Stephanie Grimes, Paint Out chairman
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Notices:
MARK YOUR CALENDAR!
CHRISTMAS PARTY: DECEMBER 20th
Brandon League Banquet & Christmas Party
Monday, December 20th at 6:30 pm

Please note the time is 1_hour earlier as we plan to have the buffet.

Deadlines & Receptions FACEBOOK—BLFA
To Join:
Historical photos on display in December at Center Place. Visit www.blfa.us

click the link on our
site's menu and it

Reception and Open House for the Gift Shop: will take you right to
December 2nd, Thurs. 5:30—7:00 p.m. the page. You can
link directly to our

Facebook page.

Munchies — November |5th Meeting

Munchies list for November meeting:

Emma Bibeau = Nancy Kirkpatrick

Tim Mandese = Felix Velazquez Center Place’s 3rd Annual

Santa’s Holiday Workshop

Emma Bibeau, Chairman, 813-677-6314 Saturday, December 4th
11:00-2:00 p.m.

Children grades K-5th

Thanks for our volunteers.

Donate toys for a non-profit
NEW MEMBER: o )
Patty Sisco organization that helps children
6012 Flatwoods Manor Cir- for the hotidays.
cle
Lithia, FL 33547 813-685-8888
813-681-6233 Check the website for additional information:
sketchand-
sip@tampabay.rr.com http://www.centerplacebrandon.org/
www.,sketchandsip
Painter
E-MAIL newsletter
FAMILY Membership
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Let’s support these advertisers with our business.

&

ANIMAL// HOSPITAL

10931 Boyette Road e Riverview, Florida 33569
(813) 671-3400 = www.boyetteanimalhospital.com

EXPLORE POTTERY

(lasses in wheel and handbuilding
5 week course

Call Alice Suarez-Velazquez : (813) 689-7265
or Rakubabe@yahoo.com

70\ ﬂRT& FRAMES ETC.

‘@, " Custom Framing * Art Supplies’
w * Art Prints * Glass * Mattes 1
& ¢, @2/ * Frame Repalr * Since 1982

234 Oakfield Dr. Brandon, Fla. 33511
Across from Brandon Hospital

& (AT
813-885-9636 (oFNEARS

Bay Area Cardiology
Associates, P.A.

Consultative, Diagnostic & Intervenfional Cardiology

Main Office: 635 Eichenfeld Dr., Brandon, Fl. 33511
(813) 684-6000 Fax (813) 654-9032
Billing Office: (813) 684-9474
Sun City Office: 3920 Galen Court, Sun City Center, Fl. 33573
(813) 634-7200 Fax (813) 633-3841

g Auto Club South

Your Expert Consultant
Jfor
U.S. & International Travel
Leisure, Cruise & Special Art Destinations

Walter A. Kuck (813) 473-4079
Independent Agent whkuck@tampabay.rr.com

| Carol Harrar’s
Design Concepts

Murals « Children’'s Rooms
Nichés + Hand Painted Furniture
Marbleizing

813.662.5464 www.carolharrardesigns.com

To be included in the Business Card Advertising - email:
Roxanne Tobaison—roxtob@verizon.net — Space is $25.00 for one year.

PAINT ALONG WITH BONNIE
(813) 685-5882
iteachpainting @aol.com
Bonnie Phillips
1313 Borden Ct
Valrico, FL 33594-4913

Graphics A
Giclee Prints
Photo
Restorations

Large Format
Brinting

Legal Exhlblts
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Getting to Know Your New Editor for 201 |
Dawn M. Wayand

11 would like to take a moment to introduce myself as the new editor of and a con-
4 | tributor to the BLFA Perspectives newsletter that you receive each month. My name
L is Dawn M. Wayand. I will be taking over duties in January and I have some won-
derful additions for the newsletter that I hope you will find fun, entertaining and in-
formative. You may have already noticed some feature articles added to the newslet-
ters for November and December. I hope that you have enjoyed those thus far as
there is more to come.

At 34, T am a UCF graduate in the area of Legal Studies and work full time for a law office. I am
back in school at Eckerd College to study Humanities, Creative Writing and Visual Arts. You may know
me from my involvement in many art groups in the Tampa Bay area.

I work primarily in photography and have won many awards, sold many works and have networked
with many groups to try and get as much information available to you as possible. I dabble in all other sorts
of mediums such as painting, drawing and mixed media. My art career started 9 years ago when [ started
traveling and learning to capture the world in photography around me. Since then, I have improved in all of
my areas of art with practice. | believe we learn as we go and get better with age.

My general advice to aspiring artists is to never give up and try everything, even if you think you
may fail. You will never know if you do not try. Another tip is to have self-confidence in your work. Do
not hold back from showing your work or talking about your work as that is what will sell your work. And
my number one tip is to network, network, network. Get involved in as many groups and oppotrtunities that
come your way. You never know where they may lead you!

One of the additions to the newsletter will be an Artist Spotlight where 1 will interview artists
within the BLFA and publish some of the questions of the interview for everyone to get to know each of
the artists in our organization a bit better. I would like to take this time to extend an invitation to you to be
in the spotlight for the newsletter in the upcoming months. This is a great opportunity for you to get some
additional exposure for your work.

I am available anytime most weekends, will come to a coffee shop near you for the interview and
treat you to your favorite beverage. If you are interested, please email me at dwayand@yahoo.com with
your availability for the next few months and I will respond back to coordinate the date and time. The inter-
view should only take 30-45 minutes and will basically just be questions about yourself, your work and a
little self-reflection. I hope that you will take advantage of this opportunity to become more involved in the
BLFA and our publication for our members. I am looking forward to hearing from and meeting you!

Thanks,
Dawn M. Wayand



Tips for Putting Your Best Foot Forward Vending at Art Fairs

By Dawn M. Wayand

Turning your art hobby into a serious business takes a lot of practice, skill and patience. One way to ven-
ture into sales of your art pieces inexpensively is through local art fairs. There are many tasks involved in a success-
ful art fair. Having experience in vending in art fairs myself, | have learned what sets apart a successful art fair from a

flop. Below are some tips to help you put your best foot forward when vending at an art fair,

Be Available to Sell Yourself and Your Work

Many artists tend to be timid about their work and therefore hide from their potential customers and do
not engage in marketing conversation. One of the top reasons people buy art is because of the story behind the
piece that the artist spins. If you are sitting on a stool in the back of your canopy just watching people look at your
art, most likely people may admire your work but not buy because you are not out talking to the people about your
process or inspirations behind the pieces. Jump out there and engage in conversation. People collect art and show
off the art they've bought by reiterating the story you have spun behind the piece. People want to know about you

as the artist as well as what inspired the work.

Ask Engaging Questions

People buy art for only a few reasons: 1) The story behind the piece that the artist spins, 2) aesthetics, and
3) because the art reminds them of a memory they have within their own experiences. If you ask questions of a po-
tential buyer, you may find that you have something in common with that person or may have something that the
potential buyer might be interested in. Ask them if they are looking to fill a space in their home with a particular
piece, interests that they may have and the colors of their potential wall space: these are things that might help you
find a piece that is suitable for their needs. Again, telling the story behind a piece also sells a work. Finding something
in common with your buyer is also important. | am mainly a photographer and I found a couple that was interested
in a photograph that reminded them of the destination they went to for their honeymoon. | made the sale just on

the fact that | had something that reminded them of a fond memory they had experienced for themselves.

Organize Your Booth

It is important that your work flows within the booth so that it is not cluttered and overwhelming. Pick
pieces that flow and work well together. Do not overflow your booth with countless pieces as when a buyer comes
to browse, keep in mind, people need to have a place to rest their eyes. Cluttered booths are overwhelming and
sometimes detract a buyer from even perusing through your work. Have a clean and organized booth that clearly
sets out your theme and your prices. Do not hide your prices. If you do, buyers may think you are sizing them up

and determining the price based on them as a customer. Be firm, confident and consistent: this shows integrity.

Pricing

It is important that even if you have very valuable pieces that you are selling for quite a bit of money, that
you also offer works at a low value for new collectors and first-time buyers. Offer specials. When marketing, spe-
cials have worked well in my favor and get customers purchasing more than what they actually intended to buy.

Patience

Remember that not everyone will like your work, so develop a thicker skin as there will be people that love
your work. Also remember that many people love art and love to admire art, but cannot afford it at that time. Do
not regard these people as tire-kickers. Give out your business card anyway. You never know when those people

might have a change of heart or financial situation and want to purchase your work.



Slate of Officers Committee Chairman 2011
President - Tim Mandese
Vice President— Stephanie Grimes
Secretary, Meetings—OPEN
Treasurer— Felix Velasquez

COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN

Artists Reception, Center Place Melinda Albritton
Artworks Open Show OPEN

Monthly Meetings refreshments OPEN
Fundraising/ Christmas Party Doreen Donovan
Greeter Stephanie Grimes

Hanging at Center Place— Nancy Sanchez, Chairman, Gunni Price,
Andrea Dwight, Emi and Dick Evans

Historian Peggy Little

Members Show Roxanne Tobaison
Membership Judy Johnson, Melinda Albritton
Monthly Programs Bonnie Philips

Newsletter Dawn Wayand

Paint Out, Field Trips Stephanie Grimes
Photography Dick Evans, Tim Mandese,
Publicity Alice Suarez Velazquez
Revolving Exhibits Marsha Nelson
Secretary-Board Meetings Bonnie Phillips
Scholarships OPEN

Web Site Tim Mandese

Membership Renewal Form For 2011

To join or renew membership in the Brandon League of Fine Arts, please either pay at one of the general meetings or by mail,
Please make your check out to BLFA. and mail this form with your payment to BLFA Membership, P.0. Box 451, Brandon, Fl. 33509

Name:

Address:
City St. Zip:
Phone: E-mail:
Media: Web site:
¢ Please send newsletter by E-mail [ ]

(this saves BLFA money each month....files are sent in Microsoft Publisher doc or a PDF file.

c Please contact me about being a League volunteer (Interests—comments)

¢ Please contact me about BLFA web site (Fee to be included is a one time $20 fee) www.blfa.us

Type of Membership (Please check one):  [] Individual - $30 O Family - $40
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We're on the

Newsletter Editor
425 Forest Oak Dr.
Seffner, Fl. 33584-5857

Web: www.blfa.us

Board of Directors and Committees 2010

President - Tim Mandese
Vice President— Minnette Webster
Secretary, Meetings—Melva Brevard

Treasurer— Felix Velasquez

COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN
Artists Reception, Center Place

Melinda Albritton
Artworks Open Show

Brigitte Mailahn
Monthly Meetings refreshments

Emma Bibeau
Fundraising/ Christmas Party

Doreen Donovan

Greeter - Stephanie Grimes
Hanging at Center Place—
Nancy Sanchez, Chairman
Gunni Price, Andrea Dwight
Historian— Peggy Little

Members Show - Sue Allen
Membership - Judy Johnson,

Melinda Albritton
Monthly Programs -

Bonnie Philips
Newsletter - Roxanne Tobaison
Paint Out, Field Trips -

Stephanie Grimes
Photography - Tim Mandese,

Dick Evans
Publicity -

Alice Suarez Velazquez
Revolving Exhibits -

Marsha Nelson
Secretary-Board Meetings

Bonnie Phillips

Scholarships — OPEN
Web Site—Tim Mandese
Workshops —OPEN

The BLFA general membership meetings are held monthly in the Mook
Gallery of Center Place generally on the 3" Monday of the month at 7:30
PM. Paint-it Take-it starts 6:30 to 7:15. The programs are given after the

meeting adjourns.

d July.

Center Place is located at 619 Vonderburg Dr., Brandon. From SR
60, go south on Parsons 3 blocks to Yonderburg and turn right.
Then turn right into the first driveway. Center Place is located in
the Sandy Rodriguez Center adjacent to the Brandon Regional Li-
brary. Center Place Phone (813) 685-8888.

Please note that there are no etings in Ju

The BLFA board meetings are held monthly at Hawthorne Place on Lums-
den Road in Brandon on the 1° Monday of the month at 6:30 PM. There

are no board meetings in June and July. Any member can attend board
meetings. Please call the President or another board member if you need

directions or want more information.

This newsletter is published by and for the Brandon League of
Fine Arts (BLFA). News items send to the editor, Roxanne Tobaison
by E-mail to : roxtob@verizon.net or call me at (813) 685-1627.

*****Please note: submissions for newsletter should be in writing or by
email so as to get the information correct.

‘A Not—for-Prafit Art League serving the needs of the Greater Brandon Area Art Community for over 50






